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FOREWORD. 

Essentially  and  especially  a  North  Carolinianj 
touched  and  tempered  all  through  the  years  by 
her  environment  and  her  ideals,  knowing  her 
people  as  can  only  one  who  is  ^Ho  the  manner 
born/'  capable  of  leadershij)  because  he  loves, 
of  service,  because  he  has  served,  Thomas  Wal- 
ter Bickett  is  here  presented  through  the  voices 
of  those  who  have  known  and  now  know  him 
best. 

Whether  as  a  boy  in  Union  county  assuming 
early  responsibilities,  a  young  man  working  his 
way  through  College,  a  tea(*her  touching  our  life 
as  its  source,  a  lawyer  whose  profession  has  also 
been  a  means  for  service,  or  as  Attorney-General 
holding  up  with  honor  and  success  the  cause  of 
our  State,  he  has  made  good. 

There  is  to  us  the  promise  of  a  statesmanship) 
which  understands,  a  character  shaped  and 
moulded  by  our  own  ideals,  an  ability  proved  in 
our  service. 

We  aslc  no  more  than  that  the  State  may 
know  him  as  do  his  own. 


THOMAS  WALTER  BIOKETT. 

From  this  sketcli  we  have  excluded  anything  like  an  eulogy. 
It  is  meant  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  bare  outline  of  the  simple 
facts  whose  larger  meaning  is  expressed  m  the  quotations  that 
follow : 

Thomas  Walter  Bickett  was  born  in  Monroe,  N.  C.  February 
28,  1869.  When  thirteen  years  of  age,  his  father  died  leav- 
ing him  the  oldest  of  four  children. 

He  grew  up  with  this  early  responsibility  and  in  a  home 
full  of  the  fine  forces  which  make  for  manhood. 

Prepared  at  the  Monroe  High  school,  he  entered  Wake  Forest 
College  in  1886  and  again  it  was  up  to  him  to  make  his  own 
way  through  without  any  drain  on  the  folks  back  home.  He 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  college  life,  first  debater,  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1890,  liked  and  honored  by  his  fellow 
students. 

Two  years  were  given  to  teaching  in  the  graded  school  of 
Winston-Salem,  1890  to  1892. 

Reading  law  during  vacation  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  D.  A. 
Covington,  he  entered  the  University  Law  School  in  fall  of 
1892,  obtained  license  in  February,  1893,  and  later  located  at 
Danbury,  Stokes  county,  where  he  practised  for  a  year  and  a 
half. 

In  January,  1895,  he  removed  to  Louisburg  which  has  been 

his  home  ever  since. 

The  years  that  followed  were  years  of  steady  growth.  A 
leader  at  the  bar,  a  splendid  advocate,  he  was  perhaps  best 
known  as  a  wise  counsellor,  a  resourceful  friend,  a  man  to  trust. 

Interested  and  active  in  matters  political,  he  would  never 
allow  his  name  to  be  used  until  he  consented  to  run  for  the 
lef^islature  of  1907-  He  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  1750  and 
served  in  that  body  with  distinction,  in  particular  being  re- 
sponsible for  the  big  advance  made  in  the  care  of  the  State's 
uDfortunates. 

The  legal  profession  of  North  Carolina  had  come  to  know 
his  ability  as  a  man  and  lawyer.  Many  letters  were  received 
urging  him  to  be  a  candidate  for  Attorney  General  but  he  de- 
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'cliiied. 

At  tlie  Charlotte  CoiivcBtion  of  1908,  however,  after  his 
speech  iioininating  Ashley  Home,  the  pressure  became  ovei*- 
vvhelming  aiid  he  was  nominated,  elected,  and  entered  office  in 
January,  1909, 

As  Attorney  General,  his  record  is  open.  Ho  has  argued  be- 
fore the  Supreme  court  of  North  Carolina  in  behalf  of  the  State 
321  cases.  In  the  opinions  of  the  court  will  be  found  frequent 
(juotations  and  appreciative  allusions  to  Ids  argument. 

He  has  been  adviser  to  every  department  of  the  State  govern- 
ment. His  opoinions  are  highly  regarded  because  of  their 
legal  authority  but  have  been  of  greater  value  perhaps  because 
of  the  clear  headed,  common  sense  way  in  which  he  apj^roaciies 
all  questions. 

In  addition  and  ouiside  the  usual  routine  work  of  the  office, 
he  has  represented  the  State  before  the  Federal  courts  at  Ral- 
eigh, Greensboro,  and  Asheville,  the  Commerce  court,  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission,  and  the  Supreme  court  of  the 
[Tnited  States  at  Vv^ashington.  In  eviuy  case  argued  by  him 
before  a  Fed(,^ral  tribunal,  tlie  State  lias  won. 

No  less  valuable  were  liis  services  as  counsel  in  the  three 
months  arduous  hearing  before  tlie  Freight  Eate  Commission 
in  1914.  Out  of  that  came  a  settlment  which  has  been  highly 
satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State  and  promises  to  be  a. 
stable  solution  of  the  difliculities.  T]]e  members  of  the  Com- 
mission have  given  cordial  and  em]:)]iatic  commendation  of  tin; 
value  of  his  service  to  the  State,  emphasizing  his  cool  headed, 
common  sense  handling  of  the  intricate  questions  presented. 

Today,  all  over  North  Carolina,  friends  are  urging  liim  as  the 
best  candidate  for  Governor.  But  none  can  do  so  as  v.diole- 
Iieartedly  as  we  wlio  live  close  to  him  in  Franlvlin  county. 


FROM  HIS  BOYHOOD  HOME. 

As  the  twig  is  bent,  the  tree's  inclined,  Boyhood  knows  no 
dissimulation.     The  elemental  traits  speak  forth. 

Hear  the  voices  from  Union  countv     and     neither     vears 


nor  distance  have  broken  the  affection  of  her  people. 

From  resolutions  adopted  at  a  mass  meeting  in  Monroe* 
July  1915: 

We,  the  friends  of  Attorney  General  Bickett  in  his  boyhood 
davs  have  followed  his  career  with  interest  and  have  with 
pleasure  marked  his  many  successes  and  have  not  had  to  worry 
over  his  failures  nor  apologize  for  his  mistakes-  Although  he 
has  been  for  a  long  time  a  citizen  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  Stat^ 
we  have  not  forgotten  T-  W,  Bickett.  We  know  his  an- 
cestry. Sprung  on  his  father's  side  from  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful physician  and  a  veteran  of  the  ^^Lost  Cause"  and  on  his 
mother's  side  from  a  long  line  of  sturdy  Democrats  and  promin- 
ent citizens,  the  Covingtons,  and  being  trained  by  the  senior 
ind  junior  David  A.  Covington  in  the  school  of  Democracy.  \v 
know  that  he  is  a  Democrat  indeed.  We  know;  too,  of  his 
fiviakness,  of  his  high  sense  of  honor,  of  his  devotion  to  the 
riglii,  of  his  splendid  ability  and  we  know  full  well  that  the 
cljaracteiistics  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  abide  with  T.  W. 
Bickett  still—aye,  have  brightened  with  the  passing  years. 


From  The  Monroe  Enquirer,  of  August  5, 1915. 

At  other  places  in  the  State  he  is  Attorney  General  T.  W. 
Bickett.  Here  at  Ids  birthplace  he  is  just  Walter  Bickett.  At 
a  man's  home  is  the  best  place  to  measure  him.  He  may  shine 
at  other  places,  he  may  have  a  good  name  abroad,  but  if  jo-i 
want  to  know  the  real  man,  ask  the  best  people  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  Avas  reared  about  liirn  and  their  answer 
will  tell  you  just  the  kind  of  man  he  really  is.  Walter  Bickett 
was  born  in  Monroe — it  makes  no  difference  to  you  exactly  hoAs^ 
many  years  ago — but  let  it  be  said  for  him  that  it  was  years 
enough  ago  to  bring  him  to  manhood 's  full  hour,  to  the  prime 
of  a  splendid  manhood.  He  is  not  a  youth.  On  the  journey 
of  life,  ^^He  has  as  far  from  life's  early  morning  come  as  to  the 
grave's  forgetful  night."  His  judgment  is  that  of  one  who 
has  laid  aside  the  imaginary  views  of  youth  and  who  looks 
at  life  and  its  problems  in  the  clear  light  of  manhood's  noon 
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Iioiir.  It  will  b(^  iiiany  years  before  Walter  Bickett  will  be 
ready  to  be  Oslerized. 

Walter  Biclcett,  here  in  his  home  town,  was  popular  as  a  boy. 
In  his  boyhood  and  youthful  days  there  was  nothing  mean  in 
liis  makeu]).  But  there  was  plenty  of  life  and  as  it  does  in 
all  normal  boys  it  bubbled  over  frequently.  He  despised  a  dull 
time,  Walter  Biekett  did,  and  a  dull  time  was  a  thing  unlvnovvn 
when  h(^  was  about.  In  all  his  boyish  pranks,  in  all  the  deeds 
prompted  by  liis  exliuberauee  of  sy)irit  there  is  no  nn^an  or* 
dishonorable  thing  to  his  record  and  his  boyhood  acts  leave  no 
sting  and  no  scar.  In  his  home  town  Walter  Bickett  has  just 
as  many  friends  as  lie  has  acquaintances.  Walter  Bickett  cam<.^ 
from  good  stock.  His  training  began  years  and  years  before^ 
lie  was  born.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Dr.  T.  W.  Bickett,  a  suc- 
cessful and  educated  physician  and  a  surgeon  in  the  Confeder- 
ate aniiy;  and  of  Mary  A.  Covington  Bickett,  a  daugliter  of  the 
late  Major  D.  A.  Covington.  He  was  educated  in  the  Monroe 
High  scliool  and  at  Waki)  Forest. 

Walter  Bickett  will  be  ilie  next  Governor  of  North  Carolina. 
He  will  receive  the  solid  vote  of  the  Democrats  of  this  county 
in  the  primary  which  wi/1  nominate  him. 


THE  ECHO  OF  COLLEGE  DAYS. 

The  annual  of  Wake  Forest  College,  ^^The  Howler"  for  1915 
is  dedicated  to  Mr.  Bickett  in  the  following  words: 

To 
Thomas  Walter  Bickett 
Class  1890 
On  every  level  of  a  brilliant  career 
Student,  Teacher,  Lawyer 
Attorney  General 
Standing  in  the  midst  of  a 
host  of  friends. 
It  further  contains  an  apx)reciative  sketch  from  which  is 
quoted: 

The  public  did  not  know  Bickett  till  he  made  the  notable 
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speech  nominating  CoJonei  Ashley  Horner  for  Governor.  The 
Bar  Association  already  knew  him.  His  nominating  speecli 
showed  the  party  that  a  young  David  Lad  come  among  thtni, 
li  riimunated  him  for  tlie  Attorney  General,  told  him  to  enter 
ihe  campaign  and  thrust  his  sickle  into  the  grain. 

The  Kitchen-Craig  campaign  had  been  fought  with  much 
bitterness.  It  was  one  of  those  critical  moments  in  a  party's 
history  when  the  rift  maj^  become  dangerous.  Bickett  entered 
that  campaign  as  the  friend  of  all  parties.  From  the  mormtains 
to  the  seashore  he  salved  the  wounds.  All  the  Craig  men  were 
for  Kitchen,  and  four  years  later  all  the  Kitchen  men  were 
for  Craig.  That  is  the  peculiarity  about  Bickett 's  campaign- 
ing. He  mollifies,  but  does  not  ruffle.  He  can  ridicule  the  Ee- 
publican  party,  but  he  does  it  in  such  a  generous,  goodnatured 
way  that  a  Republican  will  laugh  at  it.  His  description  of  how 
Roosevelt  had  to  call  upon  Ben  Tillman  to  secure  his  railway 
legislation  was  rich,  rare  and  racy.  This  rich  humor  strikes 
one  as  fresh  and  invigorating.  Like  Aycock,  he  can  strike, 
and  strike  hard — but  you  like  the  man  all  the  same. 

He  possesses  the  gifts  that  make  a  successful  lawyer.  He  is 
quick  to  see  the  point  and  to  go  to  the  heart  of  the  matter. 
He  does  not  care  to  carry  a  case  to  the  courthouse  when  it  can 
be  settled  on  the  outside.  As  Attorney  General  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  appear  in  some  important  cases.  His  descrip- 
tion of  the  so-called  dissolution  of  the  American  Tobacco  Com- 
pany was  so  apt  that  the  cartoonists  used  it  throughout  the 
country.  Another  notable  case  was  that  of  railway  rate  legis- 
lation— a  question  that  has  been  settled,  and  will  probably  re- 
main so  for  several  years  in  North  Carolina. 

Probably  the  brightest  of  his  speeches  was  made  before  the 
North  Carolina  Club  in  New  York.  Especially  fine  was  his 
tribute  to  the  Boys'  Com  Clubs  of  North  Carolina. 

Bickett  is  not  a  lawyer  simply.  He  feeds  on  the  best  books. 
He  is  fond  of  political  and  constitutional  history  and  stacks 
his  librarj^  with  the  best  books.  His  information  in  this  line 
is  more  like  that  of  the  English  statesmen.  He  is  distinctively 
an  optimist  who  feels  that  life  is  too  short  to  carry  a  ^^ grouch," 
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tliat  tliere  is  too  inueli  of  goodness  and  beauty  in  the  world  to 

sound  a  croakino:  note.  He  is  s^ad  onr  fathers  iO:ip;'lit  the  bat- 
tles of  the  past,  but  feels  that  Ave  must  fight  those  of  the  pres- 
ent. 

He  is  well  equipped  for  a  useful  career.  He  was  i>:raduated 
from  Wake  Forest  College  in  1890,  where  lie  took  the  regulai 
course^  not  omitting'  Greek  and  Mathmatics.  E'or  a  time  ]\q 
tfiuglit  scliool  at  Marion,  but  W.  A,  Blair — then  bead  of  tlu^ 
Winston  schools — found  liim^  recognized  his  ability  and  called 
liim  to  Winston,  Here  he  was  allowed  to  teach  as  he  pleased, 
but  the  la^v  kept  w^ooing  him.  After  a  course  at  the  Universitv 
of  North  Carolina  he  secured  his  license  and  was  ready  for 
clients.  He  located  at  Danbury,  but  later  he  moved  to  Louis- 
]:)ui*g.  Here  he  married  Miss  Fannie  Yarborougb^  a  woman  of 
rare  attainments  and  line  character. 

Mr.  Bickett  is  a  great  beliver  in  home  and  is  never  happiei 
tlian  ^Sviien  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree. '^  This  feeling 
colors  his  idea  of  civilization^  for  he  thinks  that  it  rests  on  the 
little  farm  well  tilled.  He  Y\^ould  like  to  see  every  tenant  the 
owner  of  a  little  fai'm.  He  agrees  with  Arthur  Young  that 
^•the  magic  of  property  converts  sand  into  gold." 

Politically  Bickett  could  ncA^er  be  a  ^^  wild-eyed  reformer '^ 
proclaiming  that  the  political  salvation  of  the  world  depended 
on  one  idea  that  he  had  patenned ;  neither  could  he  become  '  ^  <-i 
mossback  standpatter"  encased  in  an  armor  of  insulation 
against  all  new  ideas.  He  has  too  much  sense  to  be  one,  and 
too  much  humor  to  be  the  other.  While  in  the  legislature  he 
was  classed  as  a  conservative-progrsssive.  He  was  not  always 
in  the  bell-tower  ringing  the  alarm;  neither  was  he  in  the  cehnr 
A\diile  the  tlirong  ]jassed  by.  Nevertheless,  he  will  always  be 
at  the  fire  and  be  a  fighter,  The  more  the  people  know  of  him 
the  better  thev  like  him. 


i  WHERE  ES  TAUGHT. 

Just  two  3^ears  in  tlu^  school  room  in  Winston-Salem,  but 
there  remains  the  impression-     Because  of  it,  thev  still  feel 
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there  that  in  a  sense  Bickett  partly  belongs  to  Forsyth.  Inter- 
preting this  feeling,  the  Winston-Salem  Journal  of  June  15, 1915 
has  this  to  say: 

The  Gubernational  contest  will  be  more  interesting  to  the 
people  of  Forsyth  and  this  section  of  the  State  this  time  than 
it  has  been  since  Governor  Glenn  was  a  snccessfnl  contestant 
for  the  nomination,  the  reason  thereof  being  that  Mr.  Bickett 
was  once  a  resident  of  Winston-Salem.  He  tanght  school  here 
about  twenty  years  ago,  and  though  his  stay  in  our  midst  was 
comparatively  brief  he  greatly  endea^red  himself  to  our  people, 
and  nowhere  does  he  have  warmer  friends  and  stronger  ad- 
mirers than  in  this  community.  His  winning  personality,  keen 
sense  of  humor  and  wealth  of  common  sense  made  friends  foi 
Mr.  Bickett  in  this  city  early  in  his  career,  just  as  they  have 
since  won  for  him  such  a  host  of  staunch  friends  and  suppor- 
ters in  all  sections  of  the  State.  Serving  to  indicate  something 
of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  this  community,  were 
the  words  of  Mr.  E.  E.  Gray,  former  Mayor  of  Winston-Salem, 
when  in  presenting  the  Attorney  General  to  an  audience  here 
last  fall  he  referred  to  him  as  a  man  of  whom  it  could  be  said, 
more  than  of  any  other  since  the  days  of  the  immortal  ^^War 
Governor,"  that  the  mantle  of  Vance  had  fallen  upon  his  shoul- 
ders. There  has  not  been  a  campaign  recently  in  which  he  was 
not  the  most  popular  speaker,  perhaps  ,that  came  to  Winston- 
Salem. 


WHERE  HE  FIKST  PRACTICED  LAW. 

The  Danbury  Reporter  tells  how  Bickett  is  remembered  and 
regarded  by  the  people  of  Stokes  county  where  he  first  located  • 

The  next  important  political  contest  in  the  State  will  be  f  oi' 
the  Democratic  nomination  for  Governor.  It  is  early  to  talk 
politics,  but  the  people  of  Stokes  county  have  already  made 
their  choice.  As  far  as  this  paper  has  been  able  to  learn,  they 
will  be  to  a  man  for  Bickett. 

We  shall  be  peculiarly  happj^  in  bestowing  our  support  on  the 
Attorney  General.     He  spent  a  number  of  years  residence  in 
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Dan  bury,  in  t]i(3  practice  of  liis  X-)rofession,  and  it  was 
here  tliat  we  learned  the  fine  qualities  of  his  personal  character, 
and  get  the  first  glimpse  of  his  superb  intellectual  gifts.  Since 
he  left  Danbury,  and  moved  to  wider  fields,  we  have  watched 
Iris  gradual  but  certain  rise  from  one  position  of  high  trust  to 
another,  and  his  brilliant  success  has  pleased  his  Stokes  coun- 
ty friends. 

Thomas  Walter  Bickett  is  unquestionably  one  of  North  Caro- 
lina's  most  talented  sons.  The  brilliance  as  well  as  the  depth 
of  liis  mind,  his  refreshing  originality,  his  humor,  his  great 
human  sympathy  which  gives  him  the  faculty  of  knowing  the 
ways  and  desires  of  the  plebians- — these  have  surprised,  and 
charmed  and  won  the  people  who  have  listened  to  him  debate, 
or  in  the  numerous  addresses  v/hich  have  made  heavy  drafts  on 
his  time  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  other. 

As  Attorney  General  Mr.  Bickett  has  upheld  with  distin- 
guished ability  the  credit  and  reputation  of  the  State.  When 
he  becomes  to  be  the  chief  executive— as  we  know  he  will— the 
dignity,  the  noble  prestige,  the  honor  of  the  State  will  be  main- 
tained, and  we  shall  press  onward  towards  the  mark  of  our  high 
calling.  Bickett  will  always  stand  for  that  which  is  best  in 
the  welfare  and  the  interest  of  a  great  people. 

— Danbury  Eeporter. 


MEMBER  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

In  January  1895,  Mr.  Bickett  located  in  Louisburg,  Frank- 
lin county.  He  avoided  office  holding  and  his  first  venture  was 
as  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1907. 

The  Franklin  Times  of  March  22,  1907  contained  a  two 
column  sketch  of  Mr.  Bickett 's  record  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly which  is  too  long  for  reproduction  here  but  it  was  a  record 
in  which  his  county  took  pride. 

Some  of  the  measures  which  he  fathered  and  for  which  he 
fought  were: 

A  bill  to  regulate  lobbying. 

A  bill  giving  the  State  an  equal  number  of  challenges  with 
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tlie  defendant, 

A  bill  to  allow  drav/ing  a  jury  from  Finotlier  county  wliere 
there  Avonld  be  trouble  in  getting  a  fair  jury. 

As  an  active  ni-cmber  of  tlie  Committee  on  Education  lie 
worked  for  the  establishment  of  the  East  Carolina  Teachers 
Training  School;  and  also  the  establishment  of  a  school  of 
Technology  in  some  cotton  mill  center. 

His  chief  work  and  the  one  in  which  he  took  the  deep- 
est interest  was  the  ijreparation  of  a  bill  looking  to  the  better 
a,nd  more  business  like  care  of  our  unfortunates. 

As  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Insane  Asylum^  he  drew  the 
bill,  fought  it  through,  and  it  was  known  as  ^^the  Bickett  Bill."* 

The  late  J.  P.  Caldwell  in  the  Charlotte  Observer  had  this 
to  say  at  the  time: 

^^AU  good  men  should  pray  for  the  success  of  the  Bickett 
BilL" 

The  News  and  Observer  of  Eebruarj^  13,  has  this: 

^^That  was  a  splendid  scene  in  the  House  yesterday  morning, 
folloYvdng  the  eloquent  speech  of  Mr.  Bickett,  of  Franklin 
when  every  memher  of  that  body  recorded  his  voice  in  favor 
of  the  Bickett  bill  appropriating  $500,000  for  the  purchase  of 
land  and  construction  of  necessar}^  buildings  to  care  for  all  the 
insane,  the  epileptics  who  need  hospital  treatment  and  the  dan- 
gerous idiots.  The  bill  was  carefully  drawn,  had  the  approval  of 
the  Insane  Asylum  and  Appropriations  Committees  of  both  the 
House  and  Senate^  as  well  as  the  individiual  approval  of  the 
members  wdio  had  all  read  the  bill  and  made  up  their  minds  to 
give  it  their  support.  There  was  therefore,  no  need  for  much 
argument.  Mr.  Bickett  spoke  briefly  and  strongly,  going  over 
the  reasons  for  the  commision  and  emphasizing  the  most  im- 
portant features  in  the  bill.  When  he  had  done  this,  the  cause 
spoke  for  itself,  and  appealed  to  the  legislators  as  it  appeals  to 
every  good  man  in  the  State.  Mr.  Harshaw,  the  Eepublicaii 
leader,  also  spoke  effectively,  saying  that  the  care  of  the  unfor- 
tunate appealed  to  men  of  all  parties  and  the  bill  met  the  ap- 
proval of  the  party  to  which  he  belonged.  And  the  bill  then 
passed  unanimously. 

It  was  a  history-making  day.     It  was  the  largest  appropria- 
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tion  voted  by  tlie  General  Assembly  for  a  single  cause  in  this 
decade  and  though  the  largest  it  will  be  more  widely  approver: 
than  any  other  appropriation  of  this  General  Assembly,  and 
means  more  to  the  honor  of  the  State  and  the  care  of  its  nnfor 
tunates.  It  will  carry  cheer  and  hope  into  every  neighborhood 
in  the  commonwealth,  for  it  means  that  no  more  shall  any  indi- 
gent insane  be  left  to  the  care  of  relatives  who  cannot  treat 
them,  no  more  shall  epileptics  or  dangerous  idiots  be  a  burden 
to  their  families,  no  more  shall  our  jails  be  the  abode  of  those 
bereft  of  reason.  It  means  that  provision  shall  be  made  for 
them  not  to  build  up  some  particular  institution  or  to  carry  out 
the  theories  of  any  one  man  or  board,  but  upon  the  broad  plane 
of  the  wisest  exjjansion  of  our  hospitals  to  the  end  that  all  those 
in  need  of  the  care  and  treatment  afforded  by  hospitals  shall 
soon  be  accommodated. 

AS  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

From  Washington,  D.  C.  Correspondent  of  News  and  Obser- 
ver, February  18,  1912. 

''Attorney  General  Thos.  W.  Bickett  was  the  recipient  of 
many  compliments  regarding  the  manner  in  which  he  argued 
the  rate  case  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Eailway  before  the 
Commerce  court  yesterday.  His  humor  for  w^hich  he  is  noted 
was  in  evidence  more  than  once  and  brought  a  smile  to  the  faces 
of  those  in  the  court  room  on  Fourteenth  street. ' ' 

''Mr.  Bickett 's  speech  before  the  Supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Red  "  C  Oil  case  last  summer  was  one  of  the  three 
best  speeches  delivered  before  that  tribunal  in  the  twenty  years 
that  I  have  been  clerk, "  is  a  statement  attributed  to  James  H. 
McKenney,  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  court,  who  was  one  of  a 
number  of  the  Attorney  General's  friends  who  welcomed  him  to 
the  city  yesterday-  The  other  two  speakers  that  ranked  with 
Mr.  Bickett  in  their  utterances  before  the  Supreme  Court 
Av ere  former  Governor  Chas.  B.  Aycock  and  Mr.  John  H.  John- 
son of  Philadelphia. ' ' 

Editorial  in  the  News  and  Observer  of  November  11,  1915. 

The  record  of  Attorney  General  Thomas  W.  Bickett  before 
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the  United  States  Snpreine  court  is  oii(^  of  which  he  can  well 
i>e  proud.  Since  coming  into  the  high  office  which  he  hokls  he 
has  had  occasion  to  argue  five  different  cases  before  the  Sup 
reine  court  as  the  guardian  of  the  State's  legal  rights,  and  he 
has  won  every  one  of  them,  the  Tennessee-North  Carolina 
boundary  case,  Avliich  was  decided  Monday  in  favor  of  North 
Carolina,  being  the  latest  one  to  claim  public  attention. 

Mr.  Bickett,  besides  being  one  of  our  most  finished  public 
speakers,  is  also  one  of  the  State's  astute  lawyers,  capable  of 
profound  and  patient  study,  with  a  keenly  analytical  mind  and 
with  the  faculty  of  engaging  and  illuminating  expression. 

He  is  entitled  to  hearty  congratulations  on  his  latest  achieve- 
ment before  the  county's  greatest  judicial  tribunal. 


FROM  THE  GOLDSBORO  ARGUS. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Argus  will  be  found  an  opinion  rendered) 
by  Justice  Hoke  of  the  Supreme  court  of  North  Carolina  in  the 
case  of  State  against  Howard. 

This  was  a  case  in  which  the  defendant  was  convicted  of 
slandering  an  innocent  woman,  saying :  ^  *  She  was  nothing  but 
a  crook. ' ' 

The  defendant's  lawyers  contended  that  these  words  did  not 
make  the  defendant  guilty  of  the  offense  charged. 

In  rendering  his  opinion,  however,liolding  the  defendant; 
guilty,  Justice  Hoke  says:  ^^A  striking  presentation  of  the 
rule  and  the  reason  for  it,  as  applied  to  this  case,  was  given  on 
th  e  argument  by  the  Attorney  General, ' '  and  Justice  Hoke  em- 
bodies the  argument  of  the  Attorney  General  in  the  report  itself 
and  we  direct  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  this  report,  which 
is  published  in  this  issue  of  the  Argus,  for  it  is  indeed  a  classic, 
worthy  to  go  down,  as  it  will  go  down,  to  coming  generation  as 
a  magnificent  contribution  to  our  Law  and  to  our  Literature. 

In  the  historv  of  North  Carolina,  we  have  never  known  anv 
other  man  at  one  bound  to  become  one  of  the  foremost  men  in 
Nortli  Carolina,  as  did  Attorney  General  Bickett. 

It  is  known  of  all  men  in  this  community  that  Attorney  Gen 
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in*ai  Bickett  has  fully  ^llllifetlred  up  to  every  demand  of  X\\i\ 
position,  and  in  the  courts  of  North  Carolina  and  in  the  Sup- 
reme court  of  the  United  States  he  has  reflected  credit  on  him- 
self and  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Attorney  General  Bickett  is  a  candidate  for  the  nominatiou 
for  Governor  to  succeed  Governor  Craig,  and  if  he  is  elected 
governor,  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  he  Avill  bring  honoi* 
to  the  Old  North  State,  for  he  is  one  of  the  greatest  living  Nortli 
Carolinians. 


ON  THE  FIRING  LINE. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  the  Kepublican  party  will  in  1 916 
make  a  big  effort  to  capture  the  State. 

There  is  going  to  be  a  battle  and  it  becomes  suxjremely  im- 
portant that  the  ^  ^  Firing  Line ' '  of  Democracy  be  well  manned 

There  have  been  innumerable  reports  in  the  papers  of  the 
kind  of  fight  Mr.  Bickett  yjuts  up,  but  we  give  only  two,  one  as 
to  the  1908  campaign  and  one  as  to  1912. 


At  Charlotte  1908. 

^^  Thomas  W,  Bickett,  candidate  for  Attorney  General  of 
North  Carolina  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  delighted  last  night 
five  hundred  people  at  the  court  house  in  the  most  entertaining 
speech  of  the  campaign. 

Gifted  with  a  peculiar  ability  to  detect  and  reproduce  for 
the  benefit  of  his  audience  the  humor  in  every  situation,  of  mak- 
ing principles,  ideas,  declarations,  breathe  with  the  breath  of 
life  and  take  unto  themselves  the  forms  of  everyday  objects 
in  the  animal  and  vegetable  creation,  Mr.  Bickett  sentences 
were  shot  through  and  through  with  vitality.  Abstractions  at 
his  touch  became  concrete.  Generalities  sprang  into  life  before 
the  eyes  of  his  auditors  and  livd  and  moved  and  had  their  being 
while  the  crowd  laughed  until  its  sides  protested  or  shouted 
until  its  throats  were  hoarse. 

Every  sentence  of  the  speech  tingled  with  human  interest. 
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There  was  not  a  line  which  was  not  a  contribution  to  II i- 
literature  of  the  campaign.  Talking  for  two  honrs,  Mr.  Bieketr. 
left  the  auditors  as  untired  rds  at  the  beginning  and  apparently 
could  have  talked  with  especial  ease  until  gray  dawn  broke 
over  the  eastern  hills  (only  there  are  not  any). 

If  any  one  doubted  the  effectiveness  of  Scripture  language^ 
this  speech  alone  would  have  convinced  him.  Never  cheers 
rang  more  spontaneous  than  at  the  close  of  some  impressive 
deliverance  in  wliich  Scriptural  condemnation  in  Scripture  Ian- 
gauge  was  hurled  at  the  sinning  and  earring  Hamilton.  Cool 
slow,  deliberate,  with  measured  earnestness,  Mr.  Bickett  deli- 
vered his  message.  In  the  relation  of  the  funniest  of  his  many 
stories,  not  once  did  his  imyjassive  face  permit  a  smile.  But  ef- 
fective as  were  the  climactic  bursts  of  humor  in  his  jokes,  as  in- 
terest compelling  as  was  the  vein  of  natural  humor  that  per- 
meated his  well-wrought  sentences,  there  yet  alternately  smoul- 
derel  and  blazed  a  vivid  fire  of  yjassion  which  flashed  forth  ever 
and  anon,  accompanied  by  the  thunder  of  his  expressive  voice. 


At  Winston-Salem  1912, 

^^We  come  not  to  raise  a  battle  cry  but  to  proclaim  a  victory. 
We  do  not  'stand  at  Armageddon'  but  we  have  thrown  down 
the  walls  and  are  now  in  Jerihco. ' '  This  is  the  triumphant  note 
that  formed  the  happy  prelude  last  night  to  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  convincing  expositions  of  Democratic  principles 
ever  heard  in  North  Carolina.  And  it  fittingly  expressed  the 
sentiment  of  the  most  magnificent  assembly  of  Democrats  seen 
in  Forsyth  county  since  the  stirring  days  of  1900. 

The  words  were  used  by  Mr.  Hugh  Chatham,  prominent 
business  man  and  staunch  Democrat,  in  introducing  Attorney 
General  T.  W.  Bickett,  the  orator  of  the  occasion,  to  whom  Mr. 
Chatham  referred  as  ''the  man  who  has  best  interpreted  the 
best  thought  of  all  the  people  of  North  Carolina/' 

Tremendous  Crowd. 

The  triumphant  note  was  also  the  climax  to  a  brilliant  torch- 
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light  procession  parti(3ipated  in  by  hundreds  of  stalwart  Demo- 
crats of  the  county 5,  who,  Mr.  Bickett  declared,  ^^ raised  a  pillow 
of  fire  that  will  lead  the  Democracy  of  Forsyth  county  to  k 
glorious  victory/'  The  words  of  Mr.  Chatham  were  inspired 
by  the  great  occasion,  by  such  a  rally  of  the  Democratic  hosts 
as  is  not  often  seen;  for  the  crowd  that  came  to  hear  the  At- 
torney General  would  have  filled  two  court  houses.  Almost 
half  of  4he  people  liad  to  be  turned  a^vay. 


An  Epoch  Making  Speech. 

But  those  who  packed  the  court  house  heard  an  efjoch  mak- 
ing address,  the  effects  of  which  will  be  felt  through  all  this 
section  of  the  State.  For  in  the  audience  were  people  not  only 
from  the  city  and  Forsyth,  but  from  the  adjoining  counties  also. 
Many  farmers  from  Yadkin,  Surrj^,  Stokes  and  other  counties 
nearb}^  were  here  for  the  big  tobacco  break  yesterday  and  some 
of  them  were  seen  to  stand  around  the  edges  of  the  auditorium 
throughout  the  entire  address,  which  consumed  about  two 
hours. 


Vote  Winning  Speech. 

Mr.  Bickett  was  at  his  best,  and  in  his  inimitable  manner 
thrilled  his  hearers  to  frequent  and  continued  applause, 
wdiile  at  other  times  the  crowd  shook  with  laughter 
at  stories  that  Vance  could  not  have  told  more  effec- 
tively. It  w^as  truly  a  red-letter  occasion  for  the  Democracy  of 
Forsyth — an  occasion  that  augurs  well  for  a  sweeping  victory 
for  the  county  ticket.  The  speech  was  one  that  inspired  con- 
fidence in  a  Democratic  breast,  and  if  it  did  not  make  votes  for 
the  party,  a  public  speech  is  useless  as  a  vote  getter. 

HOME. 

Bickett  for  Governor. 

In  last  week's  issue^  the  Times  published  resloutions  by  citi- 
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zens  of  tlie  county  pr'^senting  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina, 
T.  W.  Bickett  for  Governor.  The  men  who  sent  out  this  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Bickett 's  fitness  represent  every  section,  every 
occupation,  and  the  very  best  there  is  in  the  county,  and  they 
spoke  with  authority  the  confidence  of  our  people  in  him. 

Naturally  Franklin  county  would  take  some  pride  in  the 
selection  of  the  Governor  from  her  midst,  an  honor  which  has 
never  been  hers,  but  in  Mr,  Bickett 's  case,  it  would  mean  much 
more  than  that.  There  would  be  the  gratification  of  affec- 
tion and  the  fruition  of  our  belief  in  him. 

For  twenty  years  he  has  been  one  of  us.  He  has  touched 
intimately  our  county  and  community  life,  to  help  it  always. 
He  was  content  to  serve  in  the  ranks  while  able  to  guide  in  the 
council  room.  He  gave  to  us  of  service  when  we  could  only 
pay  in  affection. 

We  know  him  and  w^^  would  lend  him  to  North  Carolina  be- 
cause we  believe  the  State  has  need  of  his  kind  of  a  man. 

A  thinker,  but  one  who  does  things;  a  man  of  the  people,  but 
the  opposite  of  the  demagogue;  a  lawyer  whose  profession  has 
taught  him  the  concerns  of  all  men;  a  man  whose  understanding 
is  sympatlietic  and  whose  experience  is  enabling. 

A  Democrat  of  the  blood  of  Dave  Covington  of  Union  and 
of  the  school  of  Dolly  Thomas,  of  Franklin,  he  believes  in  the 
Democratic  party,  knows  its  fundamentals,  and  is  able  to  inter- 
|)ret  them  to  the  changing  times. 

As  a  neighbor,  beloved;  a  citizen,  honored;  a  lawyer,  suc- 
cessful; a  campaigner,  feared  by  the  enemy,  valued  by  his  own, 
listened  to  by  all;  an  all  round  man  who  couples  brilliancy  with 
tlie  sureness  of  wisdom,  and  ideals  with  the  experience  of  execu- 
tion. 

What  more  could  Franklin  offer  to  the  State?  And  what 
more  could  the  State  desire  ? 

The  Times  joins  in  with  the  citizens  of  Franklin  county  in 
their  declaration  that: 

^^With  pride  and  confidence  we  present  him  to  the  voters  of 
North  Carolina  as  a  man  in  every  sense  worthy  to  be  the  Gover- 
nor of  a  great  people  and  a  great  State. ' ' 

—Franklin  Times,  June  18,  1915. 
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Bickett  and  Business. 

So  mncli  has  been  said  in  the  public  jjress  about  the  oratoi-:'*' 
of  our  countryman,  the  Hon.  T.  W.  Bickett,  that  there  is  dangei- 
that  the  real  strength  of  Mr.  Bickett  may  be  obscured.  For 
fifteen  years,  before  he  was  ever  heard  of  in  this  State  as  an 
orator,  Mr.  Bickett  was  a  hard  working  office  hiwyer  and  dur 
ing  these  years  he  laid  the  sure  foundation  of  his  success.  Td 
this  day,  here  in  his  own  county,  he  is  valued  not  so  much  on  ac- 
count of  his  power  as  a  speaker,  as  on  account  of  his  judgment 
and  common  sense  in  advising  his  clients  about  their  business 
affairs.  As  a  prominent  citizen  exyjressed  it  the  other  day, 
*' Bickett 's  office  has  been  a  Clearing  House  for  the  troubles 
of  the  unfortunate,  and  a  conversation  with  him  is  well  nigh  an 
inspiration  to  a  man  in  financial  distress. ' ' 

Something  has  been  said  about  a  business  Governor.  If  this 
means  a  man  who  has  a  keen  sympathy  with  the  business  life  ol* 
the  State,  and  has  the  ability  to  comprehend  a  business  situa- 
tion, then  Franklin  county  with  a  knowledge  born  of  exper- 
ience, presents  Mr.  Bickett  as  a  Business  Governor. 

— Franklin  Times,  August  13,  1915. 
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